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SOME RECENT FRENCH STATISTICS ON INFANT MORTALITY 

At the outbreak of the war, effort looking toward protection of infant 
life in France was systematized by an official orgnization, namely, the 
Central Office of Maternal and Infantile Assistance. The purpose of this 
endeavor was "to secure to every pregnant woman and to every mother 
caring for a child underthree years of age, suitable social, legal, and medical 
protection; to see to it that no woman should be forgotten and that no 
infant should remain unnoticed." 

The effects of the numerous difficult war conditions on infant life were 
noted almost from the very beginning of hostilities. Dr. Adolphe Pinard, 
an obstetrician of the University of Paris, has condemned in toto the em- 
ployment of pregnant women in industrial establishments, but his official 
confreres have not been able to adopt his extremely radical views. How 
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ever, the statistics which are responsible for these views are unimpeachable, 
although some of Pinard's colleagues of the Academie de Medicine allow 
themselves to be less alarmed than he. Pinard's figures, taken from the 
Bulletin hebdomodaire de statistiqtce municipale, cover three years/ — August 
1, 1913-August 1, 1914, August 1, 1914-August 1, 1915, and August 1, 
1915-August 1, 1916. Following is a brief review of the statistical ma- 
terial: 

Total Number op Live Births Recorded at Paris. 

August 1, 1913-August 1, 1914 48,917 

August 1, 1914-August 1, 1915 37,085 

August 1, 1915-August 1, 1916 26,179 

Of the above the number of mothers concerned who receive public aid 
is thus indicated: 

Aid Given at Home. Institutional Aid. 

Number. Per Number. Per 

Cent. Cent. 

August 1, 1913-August 1, 1914 6,540 13.26 31,912 65.24 

August 1, 1914-August 1, 1915 7,253 19.54 27,341 73.74 

August 1, 1915-August 1, 1916 5,790 22 . 10 19,139 73 . 10 

It will be noted that in the year August 1, 1915-August 1, 1916, 95.2 
per cent, of all live births were assisted by public benefit. In the first year 
of the war, 2,491 women were delivered without public aid; in the second 
year, 1,250 women. 

The tables quoted by Pinard for the three years mentioned fully discuss 
total live births, stillbirths, the number of infants handed over to nurses 
outside Paris, and- infants abandoned by their mothers. Tables showing 
in detail infant mortality for days — 1 year, 1 year — 2 years, and days — 
2 years, and figures covering maternal puerperal mortality and causes, dura- 
tion of pregnancy, and weight of newborn infants are also included in the 
paper; all of these refer respectively to the three years. 

Stillbirths. Infants Placed 
(Per Cent.) Outside Paris. 
(Per Cent.) 

August 1, 1913-August 1, 1914 7.69 31 .00 

August 1, 1914-August 1, 1915 6.63 13.35 

August 1, 1915-August 1, 1916 7.57 22.32 

Infants Aban- Maternal Puer- 

doned by Their peral Deaths. 
Mothers. 

August 1, 1913-August 1, 1914 4.98 0.67 

August 1, 1914-August 1, 1915 2.86 0.46 

August 1, 1915-August 1, 1916 5.21 0.48 
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Infant Mortality. 

days — days — 1 year — days — 

3 mos. 1 yr. 2 yrs. 2 yrs. 

(Per (Per (Per (Per 

Cent.) Cent.) Cent.) Cent.) 

August 1, 1913-August 1, 1914 8.10 15.51 4.33 19.86 

August 1, 1914-August 1, 1915 7.41 15.20 5.12 20.36 

August 1, 1915-August 1, 1916 7.40 15.00 5.50 20.48 

Causes named are 10, namely, diarrhea and enteritis, congenital debility, 
respiratory affections, unknown or obscure diseases, tuberculosis, simple 
meningitis, measles, whooping-cough, scarlet fever, and diphtheria. 

The result of Pinard's paper was to precipitate discussion in the Academy, 
considerable divergence of view being brought out. A committee was 
therefore appointed to study the subject and make suitable recommenda- 
tions to the Academy. After debate on the measures advocated by a 
majority of the committee, the Academy modified the committee's resolu- 
tions which, somewhat amended, were finally adopted. 

A committee of the Academy was then appointed to report on the sub- 
ject of depopulation in France. A table included in this report, recently 
rendered, shows that the number of live births in France declined in France 
from 1,011,362, in 1876,to 745,539, in 1913. Some of the years enumerated 
show gain over the years immediately preceding, but not enough to offset the 
downward zigzag. Figures are also given for Germany, England, Sweden 
and Austria. The committee, representing primarily the standpoint of the 
physiologist, hygienist, and physician, concluded that the decline in the 
birth-rate can be remedied; that it is not due to impairment of French 
virility but that it is largely voluntary; that a child constitutes an expense 
and that the question is chiefly economic. Eight measures to relieve the 
situation are proposed by the committee; discussion by the Academy of 
these recommendations is pending. 
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